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and this order is based on education: I mean the education
which opens, and gives harmony to, the mind, far from burden-
ing it or perverting it; education must continue the theoretical
and practical life, the life of the city and that of the family, the
poor life of this earth and the blessed life in heaven.3 Before
writing these words he had practised his ideals, founding a
school for peasants in San Cerbone a Figline. He was one of the
outstanding personalities of the Gabinetto Vieusseux, the club in
which many movements were initiated for a new cultural life in
Florence and Italy. The Letture di Famiglia, the Giornale
agrario and the Antologia, which were issued by this Gabinetto,
were largely responsible for the rapid spread of new ideas both
in cultural and in practical life. Infant and elementary schools
were founded, under the inspiration of men who met and
debated their ideas in that club. An association for infant schools
(asili infantili) was founded in 1823 in Florence, and was presided
over by Count Pietro Guicciardmi. Enrico Mayer (1802-77)
devoted himself to popular instruction, setting up asili and other
institutions in Leghorn. Gino Capponi (1792-1876) left
Florence early in his youth and travelled in Switzerland, France,
Germany, and Great Britain. The experience he gained abroad
was put to profit in his work as a historian, economist, and politi-
cian. For him, too, popular instruction was one of the first
duties of an organized society. In his Frammento sulV educazione
which was published anonymously in 1845, he insists that the
individual should be helped in developing his own personality
from inside] all the rules of didactics are ineffective if the power of
developing the mind from fundamental moral ideas is neglected.
The part played by Mazzini (1805-72) and Vincenzo Gioberti
(1801-52) in the work of the moral construction of the Italian
nation is too well known to be described here. Let it be remem-
bered that, different though their ideas were both in the political
and in the religious sphere, both held that everybody must share
in education, and that the State has the right and the duty to
provide it, at least in the elementary grade. Mention must be
made of the men who had a large share in the organization of the
Piedmontese educational system, which was subsequently
applied to the whole of Italy. When the French domination
came to an end, the Piedmontese Government was confronted
with the task of adapting to the restored traditional order the
methods and systems .which had begun to develop in education.
It was on the initiative of Prospero Balbo (1762-1837) as
Minister in charge of public instruction, that the elementary
schools increased in numbers, and new classical and technical
schools were founded or aided; the control of the State over